WALL SPACE

{ / e ,
r.m/mun/(

: A v of items for sale including handcrafted jewelry
A Occupational instructors Thomas Kelly, Sophie Pynn, and Pino Migliazza A Craft Werks has a Va”ﬁ;"n‘,’];'swdrawnngs. woodwork, and e
! hold a sign that reflects the three core mission values at St. Joseph's Care dish cloths and towels, pa s
i Group (SJCG). Supervisor Doug Dowhos explains that Team Werks is about werks is a worker-owned eo-gp.
| creating opportunities and ownership for people dealing with chronic U's busy at Team werks. Spaces rative and consists of differeny
mental ilinesses or addictions. Hours are flexible, spaces are fully accessible, hum in different ways, some- e s vinihs inclding Wed
and there is one-to-ane job coaching. There is approximately 7,000 square times a little louder, somelimes l\)\ll‘\rlL\\ e .Jv, e

feet of indoor space in Victoriaville Centre dedicated to the different Team
Werks business units.

Productive and o i
Empowering Spaces | oomisn s

Ve > aws “wi ¢ pro-
AsEI R C 0 “The spaces are ¢ llvlll-u-nln-rod.

i “live. Saws
very quiet, yet still productive Sav

ria dish- Werks, Rag Werks. Piece W erks,

Crafl Werks, Labour Werks, an
Green Werks Garden. It is one of the

zip through 2x4s, cafete :
es clatter, rags are cul and sorted,
documents are shredded, and seeds

. > > -0 ntg
are planted and harvested. And so Jargest worker co-ops in Ontario,

with 25 members with shares an

sram has been all aboul empower:

i::l)vnplv recovering from mental mppmlm u'nn.n l luv.b-d\ in the

health and addictions challenges. community, including employmeny.

“We're making producls; we're pro- training, and peer support in recoy.
‘ ery,” Dowhos says

Stary by Tiffany Jarva, Photos by Kay Lee

V In addition to building beautiful bare wood furniture, members and clients
can choose from a wide range of jobs including washing cars, yard mainte-

viding opportunities for employ-
ment and ownership,” says Doug

Dowhos, recovery supports supervi-

To find out mare aboat Team

Werks products or services, check

50T & seph's Care G . Tes il teamwerks.ca
nance, collecting paper, and providing shredding services to local organiza- sar AL SL. joseph's Care Group. Team, - U
tions. Staff say the confidence gained—and for some, the opportunity to have
an ownership staketinave played significant roles in supporting recovery. ¥ A co-op member works on finishing the base of a clock. Whether building

wood products or providing needed labour services to the community at
large, Team Werks is about running a range of businesses, creating confi-
dence, and empowering people, says Dowhos.

-....._,_§ The Walley]




A The smell of freshl i |
shly cut wood permeates the Wood Werks shop, wh isor
i % hop, where A Supervisor Dowhos and a co-op m i
:; ;‘Jat;e:cki .rabed pianteruboxes. benches, Muskoka chairs, bird houses, and  trade in the program’s woodwork?ng iﬂﬁfr B AT Ao
uses are being built. “We are in a partnership to build products and ‘

rganically help each other out,” sa i

5 E ch ” says Dowhas. Occupational instructor Migli-
i —fgigi . There Isa real sense of family. Clients are constantly telling us P WAy Otihe buge
’."1',)39\0:( Oggapv Tdhgaprcgram has been recognized as a positive model neissnfpn;ets\:,\éigavs Fﬁr
ough rio and Canada ' e
builds raised planters and

boxes for the Green Werks
Garden, located in a ded-
icated outdoor space at
the Sister Margaret Smith
Centre on Lillie Street

In return, the garden
provides food for the cafe,
local markets, and the
Reglonal Food Distribu-
tion Association (RFDA).

A “Path to Wellness” has
also been created at the
garden site, which leads
to a medicine wheel heal-
ing circle. “Last year we
grew over 2,000 pounds
of produce,” says Dowhos

¥ Wo "
:3'\k Tf?doproduct) are being sanded by members to be sold, with profits going
hios ¢ the Te.?m Werks initiative. “The peer-to-peer training and relation-

s are a big part of reintegration into the community,” says Dowhos

¥ Gorgeous, hand-crafted
charcuterie boards are the
newest products being
produced by wood Werks

e ol




